Highland Environment Forum  newsletter   7 July 2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
I'm delighted to say that the Forum has 420 members, but wouldn't it be great to nudge that to 500 and beyond. 
So . . . in time honoured fashion I'm going to invite you to tell other people who are interested in environmental matters all about the Forum and encourage them to sign up by emailing me at highlandenvironmentforum@gmail.com
You may also be interested in a short article by NTS  - attached - about a Forum visit to Inverewe and a wee patch of Scotland's Rainforest.
Useful directory
· PFA-free products from Fidra
Learning funding
· Change Your Path bursary
Consultations
· Scottish Government Circular Economy Bill  (link is to Transition Black Isle information). Closes 22 August.  

· Scotland's Biodiversity Strategy Consultation. Closes 12 September
· Land Reform in a Net Zero Nation. Closes 22 September
News
· EU nature restoration law – Huge opportunity to fight biodiversity and climate crises and https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3746
· UK government to scrap European law protecting special habitats
· Alleged dredger incident in protected area probed
· The fight to save our vanishing wildflower meadows
· Free plant identification app enables farmers to monitor their wildlife habitats
Research
· RSPB: Lack of research, weak regulation and a mix of over 150 pesticides - all the ingredients needed for a harmful cocktail of chemicals used in our countryside 

· New study reveals impact of plastic on small mammals, as four out of seven species identified as ‘plastic positive’
· Mycorrhizal type of woody plants influences understory species richness in British broadleaved woodlands
Blog
· Community of Arran Seabed Trust Summer newsletter 

· Plantlife: Is the Scottish Government working for wild plants?
Jobs
· Several jobs with Velocity, Inverness based social enterprise 

1. Cycle to Health Project Officer (18.5 hrs/week) Deadline 4th July.

2. Bank Staff. Deadline 11th July.

· Glengarry Community Woodlands, Community Woodland Officer. Closing date 8 July 

· Crown Estate Scotland, Glenlivet Forestry Intern (12 months fixed term). Closing date 8 July 

· NatureScot, Biodiversity Audit Project Officer. Contract to 31 March 2023. Closing date 11 July

· NatureScot, Biodiversity Audit Project Officer – Technical. Contract to 31 March 2023. Closing date 11 July

· There are a number of posts with Cairngorms National Park including 2030 programme manager, peatland action, planning ecological advice: Closing date 17 July 

· Ecology Officer, Scottish Borders Council. Closes 25 July 

· Forestry and Land Scotland, Regional Manager – North. Closing date 27 July

· Scottish Communities Climate Action Network: Regional Network Coordinator - Highlands (South) including Skye, Raasay and Small Isles. Closing date 3 August

Events
July 

· 14 and 15 July. Climate discussions in Golspie - see attached poster 

· 16 July @ 10.00 - 13.00 Scottish Wildlife Trust, Dragonflies, damselflies and pond dipping at Monadh Mòr, Black Isle

· 17 July @ 10.30 Assynt Field Club, Loch Ailsh, Glen Oykel (NC3110), for birds, flowers and insects. Meet at the car park up the forestry track (NC310095)  Bring lunch.Contact: Andy Summers (01571 855309). 

· 19 July @ 19.30, Community Room Lochinver Village Hall .RIVERWOODS: The Film

· 22 July @ 15.00: Scottish Tree Hugging Championships, from Darach Social Croft @ Ardtornish - will also be live streamed! 

· 25 - 27 July, Green Hive, Nairn: Train to be a community Researcher
August
· 3 August @ 11.00 - 14.00 RSPB Nigg Bay study visit: Spartina anglica – Managing this invasive plant to protect saltmarshes in the Cromarty Firth. 
· 21 August @ 10.30 Allt Doire na Cuilinn, Quinag (NC2025): Stephen Moran will lead a hunt for insects in this area.Meet at the Boat Bay car park on Loch Assynt Bring lunch.  Contact: Romany Garnett (01571 855332).

Caroline
Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.

